7. SCHOOL SCENARIOS

HOW TO HANDLE MULTIPLE positive COVID-19 viral testS
Scenario 7. Two or more people within DIFFERENT cohortS have a positive
COVID-19 viral test within 14 days
Local
Public
Health
Authority

SCHOOL

LPHA

Send student/staﬀ home, if
not already isolated.

Work with school to review
cases and cohort logs.

School nurse or designated staﬀ
contact LPHA to conﬁrm case
and to begin collaboration on
contact tracing.

After conﬁrming positive cases
with LPHA, use Common
Communication protocol to
notify class/cohort/staﬀ that
LPHA is aware of COVID-19
case, and will assist in
determining and notifying
exposed individuals.

Document on cohort logs
when 6 feet physical
distancing was not maintained
during school day.

Provide cohort logs to LPHA,
to assist with identifying
exposed individuals.

If LPHA determines an entire
cohort requires quarantine,
follow Common
Communication protocol.

If cases are related (e.g.,
same household, or same
exposure source outside of
school setting), may not be
due to transmission across
diﬀerent cohort.

Review if 6 feet physical
distancing was consistently
maintained during school day in
each cohort. Identify exposed
contacts.
If cannot conﬁrm that 6 feet
distancing was consistently
maintained during school day,
recommend to quarantine
aﬀected cohorts.
Notify exposed contacts to
initiate quarantine period.

SCHOOL
DISTRICT
Collaborate with LPHA
to determine if cohort
quarantine is indicated.
Use Common
Communication protocol
when communicating
decision to quarantine
the cohort.

If cases are unrelated (e.g., not from
same household, cannot identify a
common source outside of school
setting), these may be sporadic
cases. Refer to Scenario 5.

If the cases are unrelated but have
deﬁnite exposure to each other
during school day (e.g., not assigned
to same cohort, but attend same
after-school activity), this may be
due to transmission during groups
outside of cohorts.
Recommend to quarantine if
speciﬁc groups can be identiﬁed. If
speciﬁc overlapping groups cannot
be identiﬁed, recommend
quarantine of all aﬀected cohorts.

Notify exposed contacts to initiate
quarantine period.

Including siblings
(if ill person is a
student)

HOUSEHOLD
MEMBERS
All healthy siblings
must quarantine at
home. Refer to

Scenario 1a

ILL
PERSONS
Isolate at home for
10 days and until 24
hours after fever is
resolved, without use
of fever-reducing
medicine, and other
symptoms are
improving.

A negative viral
COVID-19 test is not
needed for return to
school.

EXPOSED
PERSON
Refer to

Scenario 1

If student rides school
district transportation
(not public transit) for
transportation and bus
ride is >15 minutes, all
students on bus should
be considered an
exposed cohort.

