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Back to School 2026/27

July 28, 2026

| hope you've all had a fantastic summer break and that your students are feeling
refreshed and ready to return.

I’'m thrilled to begin another year focused on creating positive experiences for every
student. Let’'s make this a memorable year—full of opportunities, growth, and success!

Important Dates:
e CCMS Registration is open and can be accessed online.
o If you need support with registration, you can come into the office any day
from 8:00 AM-3:30 PM starting August 10th.
e CCMS Open House is on Thursday, September 3, 2026, from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
o Come in to meet the staff and teachers.
o Explore what your student will be learning.
The first day of Fall sports starts on Monday, August 31st at 3:30.
The first day of school for 6th-grade students is on Tuesday, Sept. 8th.
The first day of school for 7th- and 8th-grade students is Wednesday, Sept. 9th.

CCMS Round-up
e CCMS Policy Handbook is posted online. If you would like a hard copy you can
pick one up in the CCMS office.

e School starts at 8:55AM and ends at 3:28PM. School hours are 8:00AM-4:00PM.
o We will open doors at 8:00 AM so students can come in for free breakfast.

m  Students will be either in the gym or in the cafeteria for breakfast.
o Teachers will start class promptly at 8:55 AM, please make it a priority for

students to arrive on time.




o If you drop your student off, please do so in the south parking lot near the
gym.
m All students who walk or get dropped off, enter the building through
the front doors in the morning.
m Students riding the bus will enter through the back gate where the
bus drops students off and picks them up.
o If you are picking up your student, you can do so in either the North or
South parking lot.
e All students will have their own lockers for the 2026/27 school year.
o When students enter the building, their earbuds, phones and all other
electronic devices will remain in their lockers until the end of the day.
These expectations will be strictly enforced.
o Please make sure that locker combinations are not shared.
e Student schedules will be completed and can be accessed through Synergy on
August 24th.

The CC Way

We’'re excited to continue to build our district-wide initiative across grades 6-12 called
“The CC Way.” This campaign focuses on kindness, positive culture, and anti-bullying,
promoting respect and community throughout Crook County schools.

Together, let’s live the CC Way—every day!
Colt Time

Similar to last year, Thursdays will look a little different than in the past—and different
from what you might see in Synergy.

On Thursday mornings, Colt Time gives students and staff dedicated time for extra
support and enrichment. For one hour each Thursday:

e Students can get help from teachers, retake assessments, and catch up on
missing work.

e If you're earning C’s or higher in all your classes, you'll get to choose from a
variety of fun enrichment opportunities offered by our amazing elective teachers!

This is a great opportunity to stay on track, get the support you need, or explore
something new and engaging. We’re looking forward to seeing how this extra hour
helps all students grow and succeed!

CCMS Volunteers:




At Crook County Middle School, one of our goals is to welcome families into our building
to help support our students and create a safe, connected school environment. We're
looking for parents and guardians to join us for structured supervision and support
events:

e The CC Way Welcome Team — Help greet students and supervise in the
mornings.

e The CC Way Midday Crew — Help during lunch for supervision and positive
interactions.

Your presence makes a huge difference in building a warm, supportive school culture.
Whether you can volunteer once a week, once a month, or just for special events, we’d
love to have you on the team.

If you are interested, please reach out to Principal Hase. To participate, you will need to
complete a background check through the district office. Let’'s work together to make
CCMS the best it can be — The CC Way!

Open and Effective Communication:
We're excited to connect with you and support your child's successful school journey.

Before the first week of school, you will receive an email from your child's focus teacher.
This teacher will be your primary contact for the year, providing information about
conferences and school logistics.

Additionally, our teachers will send out brief Weekly Newsletters, highlighting team
activities and upcoming events. This will keep you informed about classroom content
and plans. Your voice matters! Please feel free to contact your child's focus teacher or
Mr. Hase with any questions.

Reminder on the CCSD Grading Policy:

These updates were made last year, and we will continue with this model. We want to
ensure everyone is aware of the new expectations.

Homework and Coursework Deadlines: As outlined in Policy IK-AR, the primary purpose
of homework and coursework is formative evaluation. Teachers now have the authority
to set specific deadlines and late work policies.

The key changes are as follows:

e Two-Week Deadline: All assigned work must be submitted within two weeks of
the due date.



e |ate Submissions: Work submitted after the due date will receive a 20%
reduction in credit.
e Final Cut-Off: After the two-week period, late work will no longer be accepted.

Assessment Retakes: What hasn't changed is the ability for students to retake
assessments. To be eligible for a retake, students must complete designated work as
determined by their teachers. This may include finishing any missing assignments or
making revisions to previous work.

Attendance Procedures

Student attendance is very important to academic success, and that is why this year we
are putting some new procedures into place to help increase attendance and family
communication.

Facts about Attendance (Attendance Works, 2023):

e Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school year, or about 18 days in
most school districts, negatively affects a student’s academic performance.
That’s just two days a month, and that’s known as chronic absence.

e Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor attendance throughout
the school year. Half the students who miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss
nearly a month of school.

If you are concerned about your student’s attendance, please contact CCMS
administration, and we will schedule a meeting to discuss interventions, opportunities,
and how to best support you and your student.

CCMS Math and Reading Program:

CCMS will continue using a supplementary program known as iReady in our reading
and math curriculum. This is a program that is implemented district-wide. During your
child's Focus period, every student will receive personalized instruction through this
online platform in manageable increments. iReady aims to provide targeted guidance
and practice to students in areas where they require additional support. Furthermore, for
students demonstrating exceptional proficiency, the platform can adapt and challenge
them by offering more advanced material.

CCMS Electives:

The Oregon Department of Education designates certain classes like Health and P.E. as
mandatory, and these will be incorporated into the elective schedule. Moving forward, all
students will be receiving two trimesters of P.E. per state mandates. Furthermore, some
students may require extra assistance, leading them to be assigned to either Reading or
Math interventions during one of their elective slots. For the remaining available
sections, we will make every effort to accommodate your preferences for electives.



While we cannot guarantee availability due to class capacities, we are committed to
striving for the best possible scheduling outcome that is aligned with your top choices.

Athletic Updates:

Volleyball, Football, and Cross Country will begin Monday, August 31st, and practices
will start at 3:30. If you haven't already registered your student, log on to the athletic
page on the CCMS website. If you are having trouble registering your student online,
please call or swing by the office for assistance. Students must be registered, and
physicals need to be completed before they can participate in any practices or team

activities. More details will come from your coaches when the season starts.

Sports:

Fall Winter

Spring

Football Wrestling

Track

Volleyball Basketball

Soccer

Cross Country

CCMS Connect Clubs:

Baking Art

Theater

Sewing Robotics/Engineering

Don’t see something that you’re interested in? Make a Club! Reach out to Mr. Stefanek
for more details. Thank you for being a part of the CCMS community. | look forward to a
great 2026/27 school year. Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.

Go Colts!

Sincerely,
CCMS Leadership Team

Marques Hase

Principal

541-447-6283 EXT. 3406
marques.hase@crookcountyschools.org

Adam Stefanek

Assistant Principal

541-447-6283 EXT. 3405
adam.stefanek@crookcountyschools.org

Angela Tyler

CCMS Counselor

541-447-6283 EXT. 3419
angela.tyler@crookcountyschools.org

Angie Cochran

Student Services Coordinator
541-447-6283 EXT. 3407
angie.cochran@crookcountyschools.org
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Ashlly Takagi Samantha Pepper
CCMS Counselor Office Manager
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